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I have preferred quick procedure rather than more
formal negotiations chiefly in order not to give de Selves a
chance to discuss our demands with England or perhaps
with the other Powers.122
In his letter to M. de Selves, Izvolski complimented him
on the Morocco settlement "to which Russia would give
her full and complete agreement/' and coaxingly "expressed
his firm hope that at the moment at which France, the
friend and ally of Russia, is proceeding to establish her
position in North Africa on a new and firm foundation, the
French Government, to which the Imperial Cabinet has
unceasingly given its most sincere diplomatic support, is
ready on its side to assure us that it recognizes our liberty
of action in the Straits as well as in North China, and will
not deny its assent to the measures-which we might be put
in a position to take for the safe-guarding of our interests
and strengthening of our position there," Even to M. de
Selves these honeyed words must have seemed hypocritical,
since Russia's diplomatic support in the Agadir Affair had
been nil and whatever success France had secured in the
negotiations with Germany had been chiefly due to British
support and to M, Caillaux's efforts. M. Izvolski was arriv-
ing after the event and claiming a reward which he had done
nothing to earn,—a reward which threatened to suck France
into the wake of Russia's risky Balkan course and to dis-
please England.
M. de Selves, however, was not to be taken in so
easily. His suspicions of the Russian Ambassador are indi-
cated by the fact that he inquired at St. Petersburg whether
Izvolski had written the letter on his own initiative or upon
instructions from Neratov.123 He was shrewd enough to
 122	Izvolski to Neratov, Oct. 24/Nov. 6, 1911; M.F.R., p. 123; L.N.,
I, 154; Stieve, I, 171 f.   On Nov. 9, he again pointed out the advantage of
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